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A Study on the Diachronic Evolution of the Instrumental Prepositions

WANG Jun
( School of Humanities Jilin University Jilin Changchun 130012 China)

Abstract: The prepositions occupy an important position in the syntactic system but in different lan—
guages the number of the prepositions and the degree of grammaticalization are different. Chinese has
not rich morphological changes so word order and function words occupy an important position. The
prepositions mainly come from the grammaticalized verbs especially role — assigning verbs. For exam—

ple “Yi’ “Chi”  “Qu”  ‘Zhuo" ‘Zhé’ ‘B “Na” and “Shi” are all from

the verb blur in the continuous predicate structure their objects are often the tool of components so

”

“Yong’ “Jiang’ a
we call them tool meaning prepositions. Although these ten prepositions in the same syntax structure
mark the same composition their time of occurrence the development process and the development
results are different. “Yi” and “Yong” produce the earliest the longest “Yi” didn’t disappear until
the late Qing Dynasty and “Yong” are still widely used. “Chi” sprouted in the Western Han Dynas—
ty “Qu Zhuo Zhe Jiang” appeared in the Middle Ancient Chinese stage “Ba Shi Na” only ap—
peared in the Tang and Song Dynasties relatively later. The existential time length of all these prepo—
sitions is different except “Yong” but they ultimately do not survive in Mandarin ‘Zhuo Shi Na”
are still used in the dialect.

Key words: tool prepositions; diachronic evolution; disappearance growth existence and decline
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