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On the Generative Mechanism of Legal Metaphorical Sentences
in English and Chinese from the Perspective of Cognition

LIU Guosheng
( Public Courses Department Guangdong Police College Guangzhou Guangdong 510230 China)

Abstract: There are a large amount of metaphorical phenomena in English and Chinese. Under the
guidance of the cognitive metaphor theory this paper studies the forms and the generative mecha—
nisms of legal metaphorical sentences in English and Chinese. Because of human’ s common cogni—
tive models and thinking set the legal metaphorical sentences in English and Chinese have the same
generative mechanism that is to say they metaphorize the abstract legal matters into concrete ones.

The concrete mechanisms are personification animalization plantification hypostatization and aliena—

tion.
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4 Tobacco killed 100 million people worldwide in the 20th century.
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6 The company was swallowed up in a corporate merger.
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Crime is a major headache in this part of town.
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“hare” o hare

“hares off”
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The lion” s share of his money went to his grandchildren.
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14 A means of preventing male immigrant workers from putting down roots.
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16 We’ ve got to grasp the nettle of prison reform.
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18 Police arrested a man believed to be the main link between crime rings.
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20 Trust is the cornerstone of their marriage.
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22 The lawyer known as the “devil’ s advocate” ---is seeking a new trial for convicted murderer
Charles Manson.
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