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On the Historical Connections between Buddhism Taoism and
Confucian Philosophy of Natural Law and Human Nature

LI Piyang
( School of Political Science and Law Jiangxi Normal University Nanchang Jiangxi 330022 China)

Abstract: The Confucian school has developed a philosophy of natural law and human nature since
the Pre — Qin Dynasty. Confucianism began to dissimilate however after the Han Dynasty and the
philosophy of natural law and human nature faded away. Instead Buddhism and Taoism flourished
and prospered. Their findings on the philosophy of natural law and human nature stimulated Confu-
cian scholars and provided mental nutrition for Confucianism at the same time. With the rise of the
heart — mind theory in the Song and Ming Dynasties Confucian scholars borrowed in return concepts
from other schools. They excavated developed and brought the philosophy of wisdom of life and mind
—nature which was innate in Confucianism itself to maturity and bloom. It shows that the diversifi-
cation and fusion of thoughts can accelerate the advancement and innovation of the society.
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