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On Characteristic Themes Analysis Based on the Textual Metafunction

XIE Meirong

( Guangdong Police College Guangzhou Guangdong 510230 China)

Abstract: The thematic structure is a crucial concept in the textual metafunction in Systemic Func—

tional Linguistics. Based on Halliday’ s systemic functional grammar theories from the perspective of

component the functions of component and characteristics of their functional distributions the paper

discusses the issues of the characteristic themes which appear in the thematic positions in clauses

but cannot exhaust the thematic potential highlighting the language view that “the form is a manifes—

tation of significance”. And it is hoped that by means of the analysis of the structure of the character—

istic themes the discourse comprehension will be better achieved.

Key words: theme; characteristics; functional distributions
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teristic themes) N

( typically thematic)

( Conjunctive Adjunct)

ver otherwise .

o

my opinion  fortunately

.4

1 The little station however had not changed at all.

2 In North America for example there is a grade system for measuring reading.

3 They would certainly have to send you home.

4 Tt doesn’ t last naturally.

()

. / o
) however badly; (

tions; ( ) in which with whom for whatever reason

whichever wherever

TH -

( dependent) o
WH -
( point out) o

( elaboration) ” (

) ;7

( expansion)
whom which where

who
( / )’

5 He first met Ann who studied French there.

( obligatorily thematic) o

( Modal Adjunct)

fOI‘ instance moreo—

usually in

/
) whose house whatever objec—
° WH -

( )
o WH-

( deictic)

Wh - who
Wh -

( Wh- )
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( markedness) ( unmarkedness) o “
( N ) 72
o ( unmarked) ( marked) o
o 6
“but” “grammar”’ 7 “when” “in any country” .
6 I enjoyed literature but grammar 1 couldn’ t stand.
7 When in any country several domestic breeds have once been established.
“grammar”  “in any country” o
“ ( quantum) ” . (
probably however ) . ( )
((energy) o
7
( unmarked Theme) ( marked Theme)

. H
Prolein you can’ t store.

« )

Thus prolein you can’t store.

( )

In the same way prolein you can’t store.

( )

You can’t store prolein.

Thus you can’ t store prolein.

In the same way you can’t store prolein.

( culmination) .

R ( continuative) (
yes no well oh now ) ; ( vocative) (

Ann darling )

y ~

; o ( placing the content)

('slots) o

( multiple theme)

“ ” 9

()
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” 10
o

8 Well but on the other hand we would --*

9 But surely the course doesn’t start till next week.

“@ ” 10

- o

10 Unfortunately however the “Un — artist” proliferated within the art institutions as well.

" ( « _ "
11 And oddly he was right.
o ( )
( )
( ) ( ) .
; ( Wh- ) o
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