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A Contrastive Study on “Who” and “Shui” from the
Perspective of Turn - taking

LI Chunfang
( School of Foreign Languages Suzhou University of Science and Technology Suzhou Jiangsu 215009 China)

Abstract: The question word “Who” and “Shui” in both English and Chinese are basically used to
show suspicion enquiry something. However their uses are abundant in the non — question and textu—
al functions. Based on Discourse Analysis this essay tries to make a contrastive analysis of similari—
ties and differences of them through empirical analysis of English and Chinese dramas extracted. The
analysis shows that in the discourses when they express the functions of personal pronouns and de—
finitives their question information is high which highlights the function of enforcing turn — taking.
From doubt function to non — doubt function they actually belong to one of their own meaning items
no longer a term of use and develop into continuum.
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1 Challee: Mister Maryk who coined this scurrilous nickname “Old Yellowstain” ?
Maryk: ( A worried look at Greenwald.) Well it just sprang into existence.
( The “Caine” Mutiny Court — Martial)
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3 Ellen: It was Lockwood.
Lockwood: Who is Cathy?
Ellen: A girlwho died. ( Wuthering Heights)
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5 Oliver: You saw Doctor Shafely?

Jenniffer: Hnmm — mm. And his buddy too. He’ s a very nice guy.

Oliver: Who?
6 : ! !
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( Love Story)
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11 Slade: Who else?
Charlie: There’ s another guy George but George didn’t do anything:*-
( Scent of A Woman)
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12 Oliver: You know Oliver the dean of the law school is an old classmate of mine.

Jenniffer: What did you expect him to say? How is your sex life?

Oliver: Whose side are you on Jenny? ( Love Story)
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14 Lady Britomart: +-Go to your foundling whoever he is; and look after him.
Undershaft: The fact is; Biddy—— ( Major Barbara)
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17 Paul: May I ask whom?
Holly: Whom what? Ah whom I going to visit you mean?

17 “whom what” “

o

18 History is written about who? Who sleeps with who?
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