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Literary Prospect Under the Commercial Operation
—A Review of the Early Novels Published on Shenbao

WEN Yingxia
( Research Center for Contemporary Morphology of Literary Theory Jiangxi Normal University Nanchang Jiangxi 330022 China)

Abstract: From its initial issue Shenbao published novels for more than ten years. At that time

Shenbao did not set a column to publish novels. Novels always dwell in the column of the city

news

a phenomenon that news and novels coexist on a newspaper. The author’ s idea is that the
commercial operation of the newspaper is the most important factor causing Shenbao to publish no—
vels. This practice of publishing early novels not only accumulates valuable experiences for Shenbao
Press but also influences other Chinese newspapers at that time. It unveiled a new page for the de—
velopment of novels in the late Qing Dynasty.
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