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Researching the Cognition of Syntactic Implication of
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Abstract: Based on the Theory of Construction Grammar put forward by Goldberg and from the per—
spectives of English middle construction and middle verbs the paper attempts to find out the motiva—
tions for the implication and reservation of agent in syntactic aspect in English Middle Construction.

The paper argues that agent — absence namely the intrinsic attribute of predicate verbs’ grammatical
subjects plays a very important suppressing role in the implication and appearance of agent in Eng—
lish Middle Construction meanwhile the middle verb also plays a suppressing role in the implication
and appearance of agent.
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1 The butter cuts tender. ( )
2 Someone cuts the butter tender.
1 ( butter)
( cut) o 1 cut

o

3 The wall paints easily.

for

4 Bureaucrats bribe easily for Sam.

Goldberg

( tender)

Stroik



1 135

for

for o

Goldberg “

“ X 7 : ASSIGN — PROPERTY < non — agent >

5 The book sells well.
6 This shirt washes easily.
5. 6 sell  wash

sell e

( seller) ( buyer) 6 o

7 a.The car drives easily.
b. Someone drive the car easily.

drive

Ta 1

......
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o 1
drive o
7a 7b drive 2
2 7 (c A )
1 2 o
o drive
()
8 a. The book reads easily.
b. The book reads easily for me.
9 a. The book sells well.
b. The book sells well for me.
8& @« ”( )
seller o 8b
[ » Sell
for
o 8b 9b for 9b
o ? sell  read
sell : seller( ) book( ); read
: reader( ) book( ).
book o

10 a. How did I manage to read the book?
b. The book is easy for me/ anyone.

c.I’m good at reading.
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13

14

15

16

() read

a. ( The book is easy for anyone ) so the book reads easily.

b. Anyone can read the book easily.

a. ( The book is too professional to understand for normal readers but I can read it easily because
of my major ) so the( professional) book reads easily for me.

b. Only I can read the( professional) book easily( because of its property) .

a. How did I manage to sell the book?
b. The book can attract buyers.

o

. The book can be easily understood.

[oW

. I’ m good at selling so I can sell anything successfully.

a. ( The book can attract buyers ) so the book sells easily.

-

. Anyone can sell the book well.

sell o

a. ( The book can attract buyers/ can be easily understood ) so the book sells well.

b. Anyone can sell the book well.

a. ( The book is too professional to understand for normal readers but I can sell it well because of
my selling skill ) so the( professional) book sells well for me.

b. Only I can sell the( professional) book easily( because of its property) .

Goldberg



138 ( ) 2014

for

for o

1 Keyser S.J. and T. Roeper. On the Middle and Ergative Constructions in English J . Linguistic Inquiry 1984 ( 15) .

2 Fagan S. The Syntax and Semantics of Middle Constructions M . Cambridge: Cambridge University Press 1992.

3 Stroik Thomas. Middles and Reflexivity J . Linguistic Inquiry 1999 (30) .

4 J. 2003 (3).

5 M . : 2007.

6 Goldberg. A. E. Construction: A Construction Grammar Approach to Argument Siructure M . Chicago: The University of Chica—
go Press 1995.

7 . J. 2002 (6) .

8 . J. ( ) 2006 (1).

9 D . 2010.

10 Grice H. Logic and Conversation A .In P. Co le & J. Morgan( ed.) . Syntax and Semantics Volume 3: Speech Acts C . New
York: Academic Press 1975.



