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From Critical Theory to Ecological Marxism:
Analyzing Marcuse Leiss and Agger

HUAN Qingzhi
( School of Marxism Peking University Beijing 100871 China)

Abstract: From Marcuse Leiss to Gorz they changed the Frankfurt School” s cultural critigue of phi—
losophy to the developed industrial society into a realistic critigue of the capitalism system mean—
while they changed the critique of political economy of the capitalist system in the classical Marxist
sense into the critique of political ecology of the capitalist system. Based on this in An Introduction to
the Western Marxism published in 1979 Agger who worked in University of Waterloo Canada at that
time highly praised two works written by Leiss as “the clearest most systematic interpretation” on a
view of Ecological Marxism and announced the birth of Ecological Marxism as a new tribe of West—
ern Marxism and a new genres of environment political and social theory.
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@O William Leiss The Domination of Nature( Boston: Beacon Press 1972) ; The Limits to Satisfaction: An Essay on the Problem of Needs and

Commodities( Toronto: University of Toronto Press 1976) .
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@O Ben Agger Western Marxism: An Introduction( Santa Monica: Goodyear 1979) .

@ André Gorz Ecology as Politics( Boston: South End Press 1980) translated by Patsy Vigderman and Jonathan Cloud.
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