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The Dilemma of Equaling Consumption to Satisfaction

and the Outlet of Human in Future
—William Leiss’ s Analysis of Human Needs in the High — intensity Market Setting

CHEN Yongsen =~ WANG Dongyu
( School of Marxism Fujian Normal University Fuzhou Fujian 350108 China)

Abstract: The thought of William Leiss’ s interpreting their needs exclusively as needs for commodi—
ties is the result of the high — intensity market setting. The measurement of satisfaction solely in terms
of consumption is intrinsically confusing even bring us more insatiability. This life style may damage
individual body and psychology and produce a great quantity of residuals which can not be dissipa—
ted by nature. We should reduce consumption make the patterns of social and economic organization
more decentralized scaled — down and stress that human satisfaction lies in production activity and
not in consumption activity. Leiss’ critical analysis of human need has great significant in the history
of ecological Marxism and can help us to understand the dilemma of high consumption in advanced
nations as well as provides some inspiration for us.
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