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A Study on Ellipsis From the Perspective of Stereotypical Patterns

LIU Jingxia ~ GUO Meng  CHEN Pingting
( College of Foreign Languages Three Gorges University Yichang Hubei 443002 China)

Abstract: Ellipsis is a common and complex linguistic phenomenon. It is understood in the narrow
sense and the broad sense. It happens at the levels of syntax semantics and pragmatics. The theory of
stereotypical relationship is on the relationships between different objects can effectively explain the
phenomenon of “ellipsis”. Based on some stereotypical patterns this paper analyzes some examples
of ellipsis and finds that stereotypical patterns help to understand ellipsis and that with the use of in—
complete expressions the succinct and vivid linguistic effects can be achieved.
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[ 1]JA: What happened to the crops?
B: The crops were destroyed by the rain.

) ”

A: When were the crops destroyed by the rain?

B: The crops were destroyed by the rain last week.

1 2
[ 2)A: What happened to the crops?
B: They were destroyed by the rain.

A: When?
B: Last week.
Quirk Greenhaum( 1985)
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[ 31Two first returns Shenzhen.
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Shenzhen

” “

(E&EXLEROMA);

3 (p884 —888)
o

1 (p54)

7 2 (90 Widdowson( 1978)
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» (13 ”
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: first first — class return
?

[ 41Would you please sell us two first — class tickets from Shanghai to Shenzhen and back again?

[ 5]A: What time is it?

B: Well the milkman’s been already. *
5 o
3.5 Quirk “ 7
( 1986) 113 ”» 13
SV 5 (pD)
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[ 61The sun is growing warm flowers are blooming in the woods planting time is coming soon here.

6

[ 7](a) In the garden the birds that had sung erratically and spasmodically in the dawn on that tree on
that bush now sang together in chorus shrill and sharp; now together as if conscious of com—
panionship now alone as if to the pole blue sky.

( b) They swerved all in one flight when the black cat moved among the bushes when the cook
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3
threw cinders on the ash heap and startled them.
(¢) Fear was in their song and apprehension of pain and joy to be snatched quickly now at this
instant.
( Virginia Woolf: The Waves)
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o

[ 12)ichabod Crane’ s schoolhouse consisted of one large room which was built of rough logs. The win—
dows were covered partly with glass partly with pages from old copybooks. The schoolhouse stood in a rather

lonely but pleasant situation just at the front a woody hill with a stream running close to it and a large tree

growing at one end of it.

( Washington Irving: The Legend of Sleepy Hollow)
12 N

[ 13]A: Waiter: Would you like some beef?
B: Customer: I am a vegetarian.

13 o
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[ 15]1I woke up at seven forty. I made some toast and a cup of tea. I listened to the news. And I left for

work at about thirty.

[ 1611 woke up at seven forty. I was in bed. I was wearing pajamas. After lying still for a few minutes

I threw back the duvet got out of bed walked to the door of the bedroom opened the door switched on the

landing light walked across the landing opened the bathroom door went into the bathroom put the basin plug

into the plughole turned on the hot tap ran some hot water into the washbasin looked in the mirror

e 13(012)

15. 16 “” .
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“ ( Grice 1967) 7, ' (»139)
15 16,

A o

“milkman” A B
[ 17]A: Where’ s Bill?

B: There is a yellow VW outside Sue’

17 B A
VW) . B Bill

[ 18]A: You’re going out to the beach?
B: 1t’ s raining.
18 “It” s raining”

B
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