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Gibson’ s Perceptual Learning Theory and Foreign Language Teaching

YAO Wei'
(1. School of Chinese Language and Literature Wuhan University Wuhan Hubei 430072;
2. School of Foreign Languages Wuhan University of Technology Wuhan Hubei 430223 China)

Abstract: The key of Gibson’ s perceptual learning theory is to explore the interaction between ani—
mals/people and the environment which claims that people can directly perceive the real ecological
world and learners can directly obtain meaningful information from their surroundings. According to
his theory correct perception of the environmental information can inspire the positive learning. How—
ever because of the shortage of information perception or incorrect perception the intention of learn—
ers will not be well understood. In this way negative acquisition behavior will be activated. During
the process of second language acquisition learners and the surroundings constitute a kind of ecologi—
cal environment correct perception of relevant environmental information can motivate or induce
learners to gain positively the meaning from the environment. On the contrary it will lead to the op-
posite. Accordingly in English teaching it’ s a crucial way to explore the specific environmental in—
formation of learners in order to change the teaching status and the passive role of students. Besides
the course syllabus could be designed based on the information which can effectively induce the
teaching and learning.
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