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Structure and Translation of the New Blending Word “Yuelao — zu”

WANG Weiping
( Zhejiang Business Technology Institute Ningbo Zhejiang 315012 China)

Abstract “Yuelao —zu” is a new blending Chinese word. There is no equivalent in the English lan—
guage. This paper attempts to put forward three proposed English versions by borrowing ideas from
three main word formations namely compounding affixation and shortening. Further discussion is on
how to translate the word template “X —zu” in view of its semantics and structure. It also triggers re—
flections on feasible translation strategies and methods about neologisms.

Key words: X - zu; word template; neologism translation; translation methods
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China Daily( 01/23/2009) moonlite : moonlite( This concocted Chinese
term is the moniker for people who always spend all their salaries or earnings before the end of the month. The
first Chinese character in the term means “month” or “moon” and the second “leaving nothing behind” or
“light.”) . “ 7 “ o+ 7 “ 7 o

“ “ paycheck to paycheck( % A # E H) -
( running out of cash days before the next payday) “ ” o Investopedia
:an expression used to describe an individual who would be unable to meet financial
obligations if unemployed because his or her salary is predominantly devoted to expenses. Persons subsisting
paycheck —to — paycheck have limited or no savings and are at greater financial risk if suddenly unemployed
than individuals who have amassed a cushion of savings. " (£ A R HBAHZEAMFHF KK S AT EF L4,
AR LA HTILFEARE, —LRRKLNEEERXRZFES.)

COCA paycheck to paycheck 111

live  struggle ( people living
paycheck to paycheck/people who live paycheck to paycheck) . payday to payday  paycheck to
paycheck o

§ y o« 7 . “a person who always spend all his/her
monthly income; thorough spender( & A 7t % Bl 69 A) ~ “thorough spender”

TSBP( Thorough Spender Between Paychecks) “ 7
PYMN( Pay Yes Money No) o “ 7 NEET
paycheck to paycheck /payday to payday “ 7 ; moonlite;

TSBP( Thorough Spender Between Paychecks) ~ PYMN( Pay Yes Money No)
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China Daily Beijing Review NEET o Among them more than
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100 000 neither go to school or work nor receive vocational skills and rely on support from their parents. This
is known as the NEET( Not in Education Employment or Training) group. (10 7 $ ATR4E %3 F Rtk X,
RA IR I, R LT E, K AR %) "

§ »2012 3 15 “ ”( boomerang generation) . '°
§ » “ 7 : depend on one’ s parents despite one’ s
adult age; live a NEET life; be a boomerang child( S A G B4R 81 X B3t & B4 % 13 %) ;7 (
» “ 7 . those who gnaw at the old; young people who depend on their
parents . “ ” °

kangaroo generation =~ NEET group  boomerang generation.

NEET o

113 »

 moonlite — NEET &

. The expression is coined by mixing moonlite or yueguangzu meaning youngsters who always spend
all their earnings by payday and NEET or kenlaozu meaning youths who live off their parents. This clan will
turn to their parents after spending all of their earnings. In Chinese the expression originally means the god
who helps bring a couple to wedlock.( “A % "% o “A k%", Bpd A fLAF Mg A e “CF Z k", BPIR %
LAEFEEGFEA, L emmHE, “AXETEFE ARG HET, B A IRIE ARG AR A A
o IEF A LRI H B E LB )

(2) NEET

o PYMN & NEET  TSBP & NEET. PYMN  TSBP

PYMN ( acronym of Pay Yes Money No referring to young people who spend all their salaries or earnings before
the end of the month, J J& 3T 4&# /K12 69 A) & NEET( acronym of Not in Employment , Education or Train—
ing referring to the young people who do not work but live off their parents, R TAF AL REZ K F K32V 7
AR AT EEFHA) TSBP( Thorough Spender Between Paychecks) & NEET( Not in Employment
Education or Training) young people who spend all their earnings before the end of the month and then live off
their parents in the end( F J& LA BIR B LA FNA) -
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