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On “Jiang”: Thousands of Years of Brilliant History

FANG Zhiyuan
( Department of History Jiangxi Normal University Nanchang Jiangxi 330022 China)

Abstract: In the Warring States when Wu was powerful the northern part of Jiangxi belonged to
Wu. When Chu was powerful the northern part of Jiangxi belonged to Chu. Thus there was the em-
barrassed “the top of the Wu and the bottom of the Chu”. Yuzhang County was established in the
Han Dynasty Jiangxi Province was established in one step. “Jiangzhou” in Jin and Southern Dynas—
ties ‘Jiangnan Xidao” in the Tang and Song Dynasties and Jiangxi in the Yuan Ming Qing Dynas—
ties made “Jiang” become the Jiangxi appellation in a fairly long period. It is also a very important
time when Jiangxi’ s economic culture occupied an important position in nationwide. Jiangxi and two
Zhes Zhejiang were once called “Jiangzhe” in combination. In the sixth year of Kangxi in the Qing
Dynasty “Nan Zhili” in the Ming Dynasty ‘Jiangnan Province” in the early Qing Dynasty was di-
vided into Jiangsu Province and Anhui Province Jiangsu and Zhejiang had been the national econom-
ic and cultural developed areas were called “Jiangzhe” in combination from which Jiangxi faded
out Jiangxi combined Hunan and Hubei which once lagged behind Jiangxi and then surpassed Jian—
gxi into “Jiangchu”. In the late Qing Dynasty the introverted “Gan” replaced open “Jiang” he—
came the shortened form of Jiangxi which is not only the change of the “symbol” of Jiangxi but also
the change of the “identity” of Jiangxi economic and cultural status.
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