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Evolution of Rivers and Lakes in Poyang Lake
Region During the Ming and Qing Dynasties

YAN Xueping
( School of History Culture and Tourism Jiangxi Normal University Nanchang Jiangxi 330022 China)

Abstract: Rivers and lakes of Poyang Lake region changed complicatedly during the Ming and Qing
Dynasties of which the changes of the rivers and lakes around the Estuary of the Gan — Fu Plain was
the most representative. In this period such circumstances about rivers and lakes arose within the
territory of the Estuary Plain as silting up the rise of the water level poor drainage etc. and the re—
lated river ports and lakes became gradually silted up the flood and drought disaster aggravated. At
the same time Qinglan Lake and Junshan Lake were expanding which caused serious erosion to the
Lake Area. Furthermore Poyang Lake itself changed complicatedly the general trend was that the
western Lake was silted up the eastern Lake was expanded. Accordingly the flood and drought disas—
ter in the Estuary Plain of Gan and Fu River aggravated and had a significant impact on agricultural
production water conservancy.

Key words: the Ming and Qing Dynasties; the Estuary Plain of Gan and Fu Rivers; change of rivers
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