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On the Booklist and Introductory Song of Pingtan Ballad
Singing During the Social Change

SHEN Hao
( Institute of Knowledge and Value Shanghai Normal University Shanghai 200234 China)

Abstract: Pingtan ballad singing a common term for Suzhou Pinghua and Suzhou Tanci character—
ized by its story — telling in Suzhou dialect. Sometimes it is generally referred to as storytelling. Ping—
tan has always shown a very distinct regional definition which coincides roughly with “Jiangnan”
category in a narrow sense since the Ming and Qing Dynasties. From a long — time observation of so—
cial change we find that the development of the booklists and introductory song all agreed with the
environment of the time. From “Suzhou booklist” to “Shanghai booklist” then to the “light cavalry
of literature and art” it is the general trend of the changing Jiangnan social center that affects the di—
rection of development and characteristics of the booklists and introductory songs.

Key words: booklist and introductory song of Pingtan ballad singing; Suzhou booklist; Shanghai
booklist; literary light cavalry
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