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An Interpretation of the Character Yun on the Bronze You
Discovered From the Tomb of Marquis of Haihun

CHEN Zhi

( Department of Chinese Language and Literature Hong Kong Baptist University Hong Kong)

Abstract: The Paper discusses the inscriptions cast on the bronze you dated to late Shang discov—
ered in the Tomb of the Marquis of Haihun and provides an interpretation of the character Yun com—
posed of the radicals of Tian( ) and Qian( ) . This character was corrupted from the one with the
Yun( ) radical on left found on other contemporaneous bronze vessels. Through an analysis of the
bronze inscriptions from late Shang through Western Zhou this paper postulates that character Yun is
sometimes seen interpolated with characters Yi( ) and Qian( ) and the name Ziyun is a common
appellation among the Shang nobles as seen from bronzes and transmitted classics.
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