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The Cultural and Theoretical Sources of Thomas More’ s Utopia

PU Guoliang
( School of International Studies Renmin University of China Beijing 100872 China)

Abstract: Thomas More” s Utopia has diversified cultural and theoretical sources. Plato” s “Repub—
lic” the ancient Grecian and Roman culture the Primitive Christian Communism in the Bible the
medieval Catholic Monastery — communism the humanism of his time etc. all these are the source
materials which Thomas More draws in his description of the ideal community of mankind. And then
the literary works and travel notes about the Great Discoveries of Geography are the breeding ground
of Utopia. The publication of Utopia marks the birth of modern European Utopian Socialism and the
coming of a new era in the intellectual history of the human race.
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o . Viopia priscis dicta ob infrequentiam Nunc ciuitatis aemula Platonicae Fortasse Uictrix ( nam quod illa li-
terisDeliniauit hoc ego una praestiti Viris & opibus optimisque legibus) Eutopia merito sum uocanda nomine. The Complete Works of St.
Thomas More vol. 4 New Haven and London Yale University Press: 1965 20

4 » : The ancients called me Utopia or Nowhere because of my isolation. At present however I am a ri—

val of Plato” s republic perhaps even a alone have exhibited in men and resources and laws of surpassing excellence. Deservedly ought I to be called
by the name of Eutopia or Happy Land. The Complete Works of St. Thomas More wvol. 4 New Haven and London Yale University Press: 1965

20 .
( » © ‘No - place’ was once my name I lay so far; But now with Plato’ s state I can com—

pare Perhaps outdo her( for what he only drew In empty words I have made live anew In men and deeds as well as splendid lawg : ‘The Good
Place’ they should call me with good cause. George M. Logan and Robert M. Adams: Thomas More Utopia Cambridge: Cambridge University
Press 2002 .
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