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Thomas More and His Utopia in the Context of Marx and Engels

WANG Li

( College of Politics and Administration Tianjin Normal University Tianjin 300387 China)

Abstract: In the writings of Marx and Engels the word “Utopian”

or “Utopia” usually refers to

those unrealistic and fantastic socialist ideas ironically and critically such as petty — bourgeois social—

ism ‘true” socialism etc. Marx and Engels’ showing their concern on Thomas More mainly mani-

fests in quoting “the man — eater sheep” many times and concerning about social problems caused

by it they prove populace’s life pitiful condition during the period of primitive accumulation of cap-

ital and expose the evil of capitalism. In Utopia Thomas More portrays an earthly paradise i. e. the

island of Utopia where there is no exploitation no social inequality and no injustice. This earthly E-

den also influences the formulation of Marx and Engels’ s ideal society.
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