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An Exploration of Newly Developing Kinship Quasi — affixes

LIU Chuqun  CHEN Bo
( School of Chinese Language and Literature; the Research Centre for Language and

Language Life Jiangxi Normal University Nanchang Jiangxi 330022 China)

Abstract: Since the new century some quasi — affixs have been used to form new words frequently
such as “Ge( elder brother) Di( younger brother) Jie( elder sister) Mei( younger sister) Ye( a re—
spectful form of appellation for an elderly man) Sao( sister —in —law) dad mom” ect. The seman—
tic motivation that uses these quasi — affixes in word — formation includes three ways: word — forma—
tion by event word — formation by phenomenon word — formation by name. From the aspect of emo-
tional coloring expect “Sao” words formed by other quasi — affixes always have the meaning of ridi—
cule. As the word — formation ability is concerned these quasi — affixes of kinship appellation noun
are quite different from each other. Among them “Ge” and “Jie” make the strongest terms. The
difference of the word — formation ability is related with both the conceptual intent of the morpheme
and social culture. It is the result of interaction of internal and external factors.
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