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“Beginning by Learning Poetry” : the Logical Starting Point of
Gentleman’ s Personality Cultivation of Confucianism

One of Confucius Literature Education Thought Discussions

WANG Qizhou LI Xiaohua
( School of Liberal Arts Huazhong Normal University Wuhan Hubei 430079 China)

Abstract: Predecessors had many discussions with different points of view about Confucius’ s
words: ( personality cultivatio) ~ “Beginning by learning poetry and perfecting by learning rituals and
to be independent by learning music”. And the arguments of CHENG Yi and ZHU Xi were the most
influential. However there were no difficult and easy or deep and shallow points in what people
learned in universities. “Poetry’  ‘“rituals” and “music” were mutually coordinated and reflected.
“Poetry’  “rituals” and “music” recorded in the ancient literature had two levels “the number
technique level and the righteousness and reason” level. “Poems” in the “the number technique”
included not only the text of poems but also the vocal music and the instrumental music used for
singing and the etiquette guiding the poetry and music. While poems in “the righteousness and rea—
son” level couldn’t be limited to the poem righteousness instead of “the will and the emotion” of

gentlemen reflected by all the “new six classical arts” which contained both the will and the emo-

12016 —09 - 01
(1951 -) .

(1977 -)



tional and was the virtue of keeping up with talented person and the mood of hating bad morality and
reflecting upon oneself. This is the first step which the scholar became a moral person was a founda—
tion and was also starting point. “Poems” was the typical medium of achieving this starting goal. Ac—
cordingly “Beginning by learning poetry” was Confucius’ starting path to cultivate personality of his
disciples. It was the educational thoughts and literary concept of Confucius as well as the logical
starting point of the gentleman’ s personality cultivation of Confucianism.

Key words: beginning by learning poetry; to be independent by learning music; perfecting by learn—

ing rituals; the will and the emotional; gentleman’ s personality
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