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A Review of YU Changcheng’s Critical Theory of Zhi Yi

WANG Qunhong  SONG Zhigiang
( School of Chinese Language and Literature Jiangxi Normal University Nanchang Jiangxi 330022 China)

Abstract: Tt is very important for us to re — explore the great value of YU Changcheng’ s Ke Yi Tang
Yi Bai Er Shi Ming Jia Zhi Yi which edited by YU Changcheng at the beginning of the Qing Dynas—
ty. He claimed that we should paid attention to the value of Zhi Yi( also called the Eight — part Es—
say) which could clarify the function of Dao. Since the written word emerged the Imperial Examina—
tion was set to select officials nobody was skilled in it. YU thought that Eight — part Essays is a kind
of style which combined the Dao and texts taking the logic and the historical narration as same im-
portance. He appealed to people to write in the style of the Chinese classical writings. On the other
hand this style formed by some factors of authors as characters wisdom experience etc. He approves
basically the style “fresh honest elegant upright” advocated by the early Qing rulers and praised
Zhi Yi with abundant and personalized style. He was not fully committed to the official position.
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