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The Ethical Concept of Chinese Traditional
Education and Its Primary Discourses

JIAO Guocheng
(School of Philosophy Renmin University of China Beijing 100872 China)

Abstract: Education is carried out by “teacher”. In earlier times “teacher” in China is a general
term unlike today it is a kind of special term. Taking “cultivating the good” as the basic ethical
concept traditional education integrates ability cultivation with moral cultivation. Traditional educa—
tion attaches great importance to the education of political talents forming a complete set of “sage
education” mode. Cultivating political elites with virtues talents rules martial arts rhythm knowl-
edge mathematics beauty and good rhetoric is the ultimate goal of this elite education. Long — term
educational practice accumulates such rich educational ethical contents as respecting for the previous
saints and masters respecting teachers studying the past and learning valuable information advoca—
ting that everyone has the right to receive education teaching students in accordance with their apti—
tude etc. which are most important discourses. Reviewing and rethinking the primary discourses of
traditional education ethics sage education pattern and education ethics is of great significance to
correcting some disadvantages of modern education.
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