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The Modern Interpretation of “Tao” From the
Perspective of Four Dimensions

LI Chenggui
(Department of Philosophy Nanjing University Nanjing Jiangsu 210023 China)

Abstract:In the interpretation of Chinese traditional philosophy practice guided by Western philoso—
phy in the past hundred years Taoisms “Tao” is one of the categories that is subject to the key con—
cern. “Tao” respectively accepts the recognition and the understanding of the materialist cognitive
paradigm the scientific cognitive paradigm and the humanistic cognitive paradigm with Western i-
dentity thus presenting a new and diverse connotation the meaning of “Tao” has been enriched and
developed ;at the same time it also accepts the cognition and understanding of the self cognitive par—
adigm with Chinese identity thus presenting the essence of “Tao”. There is a mistake in understand—
ing because the materialist cognitive paradigm the scientific cognitive paradigm the humanistic cog—
nitive paradigm and Chinese traditional philosophy are not the same cultural system. In order to un—
derstand the Chinese Traditional philosophy successfully and effectively the materialist cognitive par—
adigm the scientific cognitive paradigm and the humanistic cognitive paradigm must cooperate with

Chinese native theories or methods thus the progress of Chinese traditional philosophy can be promo-
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