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My View of the Biographical Literature

DU Shuying
(Institution of Literature China Academy of Social Sciences Beijing 100732 China)

Abstract: What is the so — called biographical literature? Generally speaking biographical literature
must be the description of certain figures especially their lives and spirits. In that way biographical
literature and other literary genres especially fictions and novels have both the same or similar as—
pects and some differences. Biography is both “history” and “literature” these two characteristics
are in harmony and close to each other so the perfect biography is a combination of historical au—
thenticity and literary merits. In the process of creating we often experience the contradiction be—
tween “truth” and “imagination”. At this time we must pay more attention to the tension between
“truth” and “imagination”. Writing biographies we must make our choice when we draw materials
at the same time we must hold impartial views. The “idolizing” complex is not good for writing biog—
raphy because the idolization of figures make the author hard to see the protagonist”true face. Ac—
cordingly when we write biographies even biographies of the great figures the idol complex should
be removed. Otherwise they may be distorted.

Key words :biographical literature ; Li Yu;figures”image ;removing the idolizing complex
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