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Handling Metaphors in the English — Chinese Interpretation

From the Perspective of Functional Translation Theory
Taking Present Obamas Inaugural Address of 2013 as an Example

WANG Ling
(School of Inter — cultural Studies Jiangxi Normal University Nanchang Jiangxi 330022 China)

Abstract: Functionalist approaches include skopos theory intertextual coherence and intratextual co—
herence. They explain translation activities from the perspective of behavioral theory. Based on func—
tionalist approaches targeting at two simultaneous interpretation versions of 2013 Obama inaugural
address this paper proves the feasibility of functionalist approaches to simultaneous interpretation
practice and examines the strategies of handling metaphors in the interpreting processes including
metaphor retention metaphor substitution metaphor removal and partial interpretation.
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1 That is how we will preserve our planet commanded to our care by God.
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2 Today we continue a never — ending journey to bridge the meaning of those words with the realities

of our time.
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For history tells us that---
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“anchor” :
5 The roots anchor the plant in the earth.
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6 *** nor have we succumbed to the fiction that all societys ills can be cured through government a—
lone.

“ills can be cured”
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7 Some may still deny the overwhelming judgment of science -**

6 “the overwhelming judgment of science” “
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8 For history tells us that while these truths may be self — evident they have never been self — execu—
ting ; that while freedom is a gift from God it must be secured by His people here on Earth. The patriots of 1776
did not fight to replace the tyranny of a king with the privileges of a few or the rule of a mob. They gave to us

a Republic a government of and by and for the people entrusting each generation to keep safe our founding

creed.
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safe  creed, ‘freedom is a gift from God  creed. creed
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9 For we the people understand that our country cannot succeed when a shrinking few do very well

and a growing many barely make it.
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10 -:-but none can avoid the devastating impact of raging fires and crippling drought and more pow—



144 ( ) 2018

erful storms.
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10 ‘raging crippling  powerful
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o 10 “avoid the devaslating impact”
“of raging fires and crippling drought and more powerful storms” impact
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