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The “Internalization” of the “Embedded” Development
——A Case Study of Social Work Involved in Grassroots Society Management

LUO Qianggiang
( School of Law Ningxia University Yinchuan Ningxia 750021 China)

Abstract: The practice that government purchases social work service has become one of the impor—
tant contents of China’ s political system reform. This paper takes the practice of a government as a
case and reveals the challenges faced by professional social workers who try to make an “embed-
ded” development at present in the process of urban community governance. The study argues that
the process that professional social workers embed public services and participate in grassroots com—
munity governance is a process of external service administration and social governance involvement
under the existing institutional environment. The implicit unequal relationship in the process of gov—
ernment’ s purchasing restricts the space of professional social workers to be embedded in the com—
munity governance deeply which makes it difficult for social work to exert its vitality. If social work
is to get rid of the “involvement” consequences brought about by the “embedded” development in
the process of participation in the grassroots social governance in addition to improving their service
level it is more important to establish mutual trust benign interaction and partnership between gov—
ernment and social organizations and continuously expand the independence and autonomy of the or—
ganization” s actions.
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