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A Cognitive — contrastive Study of the Quantity — presentations in
English and Chinese From the Perspective of Linguistic Typology

LI Yongzhong  YIN Lipeng
( College of Foreign Languages Jiangxi Normal University Nanchang Jiangxi 330022 China)

Abstract: From the perspective of Linguistic Typology Theory this paper provides a contrastive anal—

ysis of the English and Chinese quantity — representations. The classifiers are a peculiar Chinese type

that reflects Chinese cognitive ideas. And “number — marking” is a key feature of the English classi—

fier system and there exist some dialectical relations between English and Chinese classifiers’ struc—

tures. In this paper plenty of examples are given to verify the construction mechanisms of the classifi—

ers’ structures: metonymy — metaphor continuum structure and embodied cognition aiming to provide

a new perspective to analyze the classifiers.

Key words: linguistic typology; English and Chinese classifier structures; metonymy — metaphor con—

tinuum; embodied cognition
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