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The Origin of the Motif of “ Encountering the Emissary of the
Underworld on the Way” and the Worship of Justice of the Underworld
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Abstract:In The Sirange Tales of Liaozhai , the motif of “Encountering the Emissary of the Under-
world on the Way” could be classified into two categories : encountering the god of plague ( ghosts of
plague, disaster, etc. ) and encountering the ghosts who took away the souls. As a usual performance
model , “ encountering the emissary of the underworld on the way-patronage and friendship-emissary’
favoritism to reward-none or less losses of the protagonist” reflected the accidental meeting with the
ghosts and gods in a particular situation,the good deeds of parties became a kind of friendship and
face ,they were blessed by god in the control of the underworld. Good will is rewarded with good,
which has become the deep structure and the value orientation of stories. These stories were earlier
included in the Buddhist book Fa Yuan Zhu Lin,and had important enlightening and guiding signifi-
cance. The emissary from the nether world was sneaked and exposed by the secular people. Those

who violated the agreement were given the opportunity to make friends with the emissaries from the
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nether world. The stories in the Tang Dynasty also wrote that the emissaries were absent for a period
after registration and gave the opportunity to peepers spying on the secrets of the underworld. Firstly,
the multiplicity of the motif is likely to be related to the custom treating foreigners in local society.
Secondly , the motif reflects the ancient food culture and the pathological concept that satisfaction
makes less sick. Thirdly, the dynamic development of the motif showed that lives during that time
were becoming more complex and expanding. It was also very difficult for the emissary to make a
“strict self-discipline” and to resist the “temptation” that ordinary people could not cope with.

Key words: The Strange Tales of Liaozhai;emissary from the nether world ; disaster narrative ;myste-

rious worship ; Buddhist scripture
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