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From Documentary to Entertaining——the Evolution of
Violence Aesthetics in Chinese Military Films

ZHONG Jing, LI Feng
(School of Literature and Journalism , Sichuan University , Chengdu , Sichuan 610044 , China)

Abstract : The military is closely related to war and violence. Comprising the important part of Chi-
nese film history , Chinese military films not only describe the revolution history , military history and
war history in China, but also vividly reflect, in different historical contexts,the changing times of
presentation methods and aesthetic ideas for violence in Chinese films. From documentary films, po-
litical films to entertaining films,on the one hand, the expression of violence in Chinese military films
confirms the development track of violent aesthetics in film art,and on the other hand, it is profound-
ly influenced by unique national conditions, traditional literary and artistic ideas of China.

Key words : Chinese military film; documentary film; political film; entertaining film; violence aes-
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