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A Comparative Study of Hawkes’ and YNAG’s English Translation
of The Story of The Stone From the Perspective of Variation Theory
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Abstract ; In the current social context of advocating Chinese culture to go abroad ,Hawkes’ English
translation of The Story of The Stone has been well known at home and abroad in the second half of
the last century,which is thought-provoking. In order to make the Western readers feel that they are
appreciating the original English novel rather than the translated work , Hawkes’ translation is ingen-
ious in terms of words chosen to construct cultural images, linguistic rules, paratext and so on. Exami-
ning the creative treason of Hawkes’ English variation from the perspective of the variation theory of
comparative literature can provide valuable references for Chinese classics to go abroad.
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“You don’ t say! Gracious Buddha! If you hadn’t told me,I’ d have sworn it was magic. ” said Granny
Li. (5% 4)0
x)@
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Holy Name|” said Grannie Liu. “Fancy that now! And me thinking all along it was the statue. ” (& #
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(4] 2] B3 Bodl: “ L RAEAT A, R A RBER RIS, — R S HRILT F b, EAKEIT, AT
REFAFOER ERAEH.”(F259)

“Nothing of any great value. Apart from incense and candles, a few catties of oil every day for the Big

Lamp. For that lamp is a manifestation of the Bodhisattva. It has to be kept burning day and night. ” ( #%#% X )

“Nothing very special. Apart from the usual incense offerings, we take a few pounds of sesame oil each
day and make what we call a sea of light’ by burning wicks in it. We believe that this sea of light is the trans
— substantial body of the Bodhisattva. It has to be kept burning night and day and never allowed to go out.”
(Ei#EAR)

TR, AR E R ERE S Y, BRERSFEEXRNLE, “FEA TN
27, #%1%" a manifestation of the Bodhisattva” , £7-& R SCHITEHRE X . ¥ “the trans — substantial body of
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Uneventful days pass quickly. In a flash the merry Festival of lanterns came round and Shiyin told his

servant Huo Qi to take Yinglian out to see the fireworks and ornamental lanterns. (## 4 )

It is a true saying that time in idleness is quickly spent. In no time at all it was Fifteenth Night,and Shi-
yin sent little Ying-lian out,in the charge of one of the servants called Calamity,to see the mummers and the

colored lanterns. (E#AK)
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K AEAT PR A H PR “ the fireworks and ornamental lanterns” |, 7 2 154 W13 4 “ the mummers and
the colored lanterns” , “mummers” FEMEFITE 7 , “see the mummers” 3575 MBI 38 , #1 kPR o ) 2 78 o,
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KRR . #1%A“an imp of mischief” , BAERIMTHZE , 5FSCREMRE X —3. 2 i M H & ¥ “ Ma-
ry Contrary” . X—BF& K B — 1 250 P B f) B 1% : Mary , Mary, quite contrary/How does your garden
grow? /With silver bells and cockle shell/ And pretty maids all in row. /
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It suddenly occurred to him. “When I was young, I dreamed that I came to a place like this. What a stroke
of luck my coming here again today! (A& K)

A sudden realization swept over him: “I know I’ ve been somewhere like this before. I remember it now. Tt
was in a dream. What a blessing this is,to return to the scene of my childhood dream!” (& # )

[#] 6] EXADT X, RS2 F R RIEE - (%74 9)

Thus reminded , Lady Wang remarked to Xifeng, -+ ( ##K)

A sudden recollection seemed to strike Lady Wang while Wang Shan-bao’ s wife was speaking. She turned
to Xi-feng questioningly:--( E# K )

(B 7] &2 Mmme— K, B Bl “RANEFRLEFN -, ~Fob&HT, AT X
27 (582m)

With a faint smile Daiyu told Zijuan, “Brew a cup of my Longjing tea for the Second Master. Now that he’
s studying we must treat him with more respect. ” (##F 4 )

A faint smile crossed Dai-yu’s face. “ Nightingale , would you make Master Bao a cup of Dragon Well
tea? We must see that scholarship is suitably rewarded. ” (E#4X)
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And day after day they had pigs, sheep and pouliry killed and vied to show off their wealth, the skill of
their chefs and the sumptuousness of their feasts. ( ##F K )

-+ so that the daily junketings at Ning-guo House came more and more to resemble the Diet of Lingtong in
the well-known play of that name, except that whereas Duke Mu’ s princely guests competed in the bravery of
their commanders and the magnificence of their regalia,it was in the skill of their chefs and in masterpieces of
culinary art that the member of the Ning-guo archery club strove to outdo each other. ((E#4K)
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We needn’t charge them or ask for any rent if they send in some presents every year. In the first place,---
In the second place:--; (##F 4 )

We needn’ t ask them to pay us rent;all we need ask them for is an annual share of the produce. There
would be four advantages in this arrangement. In the first place:--,Secondly---; ( F# K )
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FIRST SONG ;PROLOGUE TO THE DREAM OF RED MANSIONS

At the dawn of creation /Who sowed the seeds of love? /From the strong passion of breeze and moonlight
thay came. /So in this world of sweet longing /On a day of distress,in an hour of loneliness ,/Fain would I im-
part my senseless grief /By singing this Dream of Red Mansions /To mourn the Gold and the jade. ( #%##X)

Prelude ; A Dream of Golden Days

When first the world from chaos rose,/Tell me,how did love begin? /The wind and moonlight first did

love compose. /Now woebegone /And quite cast down /In low estate /T would my foolish heart expose,/And so
perform /This Dream of Golden Days,/And all my grief for my lost loves disclose. ( E#4&)

RS T BRG], R B AR BR, BRI, AR A, A RS . XA g ES
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Her flawless complexion is pure as ice,/smooth as jade./Magnificent her costume with splendid de-
signs. /Sweet her face,/compact of fragrance,/carved in jade;/and she bears herself like a phoenix or dragon
in flight. (##F4)

I contemplate her rare complexion,/Ice-pure and jade-like in perfection;/] marvel at her glittering dress,/
where art lends grace to sumptupusness;/1 wonder at her fine-cut features-/Marble , which fragrance marks as one
with living creatures;/And T admire her queenly gait,/Tike stately dance of simurgh with his mate. (E#&4)
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Golden Days ,The Crab-flower Club,The Warning Voice ,The Debt of Tears,The Dreamer Wakes.
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