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Homeland Trauma and Longing for the West
On the “1980s” in Chinese Novels by New Immigrants in Canada

CHI Leiming

( Department of Chinese Literature Jinan University Guangzhou Guangdong 510632 China)

Abstract “Homeland trauma longing for the West” is a bidirectional emotion and narrative
structure hidden in the new immigrants’ literary works especially in the Canadian new immigrants’

Chinese novels about the “1980s” which is closely related to the strong traumatic sentiment perva—

ding the new immigrant literature. Although there are two types of “homeland trauma” collective
public trauma and individual internal trauma described by the new immigrant writers they all be—
come the emotional motivation for new immigrants to leave their homeland and move forward to the
West. By constantly returning to the “1980s” new immigrant writers gradually reveal that the “long—
ing for the West” in the past is related to the lack of self-confidence in the Chinese nation’ s culture
and is inseparable from the strong Western power in the history. Based on this the “West” in the
“homeland” can be continuously “enchanted” and even “deified”. Although the “1980s” of the
new immigrant literature has a certain identity with the literature of the new era the differences be-
tween the two should not be obscured and forgotten by “identity” in the “returning to the 1980s”.
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