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A Review of Genre Theory in Functional Linguistics

BAI Fang'  LAI Liangtao’
(1. School of International Studies Jiangxi Normal University Nanchang Jiangxi 330022;
2. Shanghai Jiaotong University Shanghai 200240 China)

Abstract: This paper makes a critical study of theoretical viewpoints of the research of genre put for—
ward by scholars such as Halliday Hasan Martin etc. There are different theoretical views on the
concept orientation and structure of Genre. For example Halliday regards Genre as an aspect of lin—
guistic style in the domain Hasan believes that Genre is defined by the necessary components of
structure and Martin regards the Genre as a type of social activity. These viewpoints are all problem—
atic to varying degrees. In contrast Martin’ s Genre theory is more complete reasonable and applica—
ble which can be used as the basic model for scholars to conduct future Genre research.
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