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On the Unity of the Theory of Social Formation From the Perspective of
Historical Materialismand Its Practical Significance

YANG Zengdong
(' School of Marxism, Beijing Normal University, Beijing 100875 , China)

Abstract: Social formation theory is an important issue of historical materialism and the basic ques—
tion of Karl Marx’ s historical philosophy, which constitutes the theoretical cornerstone of the whole
historical materialism. In the academic circles, the discourse on social formation theory has long exis—
ted,such as the “three formations ”and the “five formations” ,but some discussions about whether
Marx has the “five formations theory” or not,and breaking the internal relationship between the two
types of formation theory can actually have unexpected negative effects. The “three formations” and
the “five formations” do not exist in isolation in Marx” s thought, as an organic whole essentially,
which reflects the two different dimensions of Marx” s research on the historical development of hu—

man society: the ethical dimension and the scientific dimension. And the objective existence of the
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two embodies the four “unity” of logic and history,value and truth, contingency and certainty , indi—
viduality and universality through Marx” s historical analysis of society. Scientific understanding the
internal logic and unity of Marx’ s “theory of social formation” has great practical significance for
correct understanding the nature and historical orientation of socialism with Chinese characteristics in
the new era, developing the cause of socialism with Chinese characteristics and consolidating the
guiding position of Marxism in the ideological field.
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