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Progress and Trends of International Public Opinion Research From
2001 to 2020: Based on the Content Analysis of Public Opinion Quarterly
and International Public Opinion Research

LIAO Shengging  FU Rao
( School of Journalism Fudan University Shanghai 200433 China)

Abstract: By using the methods of content analysis text mining based on deep learning and social
network analysis this study examined 807 research papers published in Public Opinion Quarterly and
International Public Opinion Research from 2001 to 2020 and comprehensively explored the status
quo and development trend of international public opinion research from the aspects of researchers

research contents research methods and theoretical construction. The results show that researchers in
North America and universities are more active forming a research team focusing on government and

political science sociology and communication; politics elections and public opinion survey methods
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are the main research topics supplemented by such social issues as gender immigration etc. ; the re—

searchers carry out more substantive research and pay attention to the effect of public opinion at the

attitude level; the researchers mainly use empirical research and rely on traditional survey methods;

the level of interdisciplinary cooperation has been improved but the combination of new disciplines is

rare; the researchers have a high level of theoretical construction but lack of theoretical innovation.

Future research needs to enhance the diversity of research methods and research samples strengthen

theoretical criticism improve and attract the collaborative participation of different disciplines and

jointly promote the development of public opinion research.

Key words: public opinion research; content analysis; theoretical construction; Public Opinion Quar—

terly; International Public Opinion Research
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