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Analysis of the Concept Generation of “Zhiguai”
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Abstract: The word “Zhiguai ” has become a specific concept in the category of novels which is
shows a gradually evolved process. The word “Zhiguai” first appeared in Zhuangzi which pointed to
the elements of knowledge with strange nature and had no connection with the word novel. In the

Wei Jin Southern and Northern Dynasties ‘Zhiguai” became the way of title for some books and

the core elements of these books were monsters and evils. As the title of the book the two words
“Zhiguai” and novel have formed a certain degree of consistency between them. From the Tang Dy-
nasty to the Ming and Qing Dynasties the books about the strange and strange stories of gods and de-

mons were extracted from various departments forming a holistic knowledge module which gradually

corresponded to the word “Zhiguai”. In this process the relation between the two words

“Zhiguai” and novel also changed from parallel to cross and then evolved to overlap and overlap
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and finally formed the relationship between subset and collection. So “Zhiguai” became a specific

term to name a subsystem of the intellectual order of the novel. In the late nineteenth and early twen—

tieth centuries the term “Zhiguai” became a literary term to refer to a certain type of text under the

genre of fiction confirming its subordination to the concept of the novel.
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