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The Characteristics of Kaiming English Reader and Its
Enlightenment to Contemporary English Textbooks

HUANG Jian' XU Yongjun®
(1. Nanchang University Nanchang Jiangxi 330031;
2. College of Foreign Languages Jiangxi Agricultural University Nanchang Jiangxi 330045 China)

Abstract: As a popular English textbook in the period of the Republic of China Kaiming English
Reader was worth summarizing. LIN Yutang penetrated the foreign language direct method and the
notional method into the content of the textbook. This textbook took various forms of practice and at—
taches great importance to improvement of language ability and it had a wide selection of materials
and blended Chinese and Western cultures. “Chinese elements” abounded in the textbook demon—
strating the confidence of Chinese culture. There was a strong sense of contrast between English and
Chinese in the textbook which was rich in the connotation of comparative literature. Kaiming English
Reader was a successful textbook which combined the scientific and advanced foreign language teach—
ing method with the reality of China.
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“It is easier to do a thing than to know it.”
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