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A Brief Account of the Interpretative Translation in
Publicity — oriented C/E Translation

YU Qiuping

( Department of Foreign Language Teaching Shanghai Vocational Institute of Electronics & Information Shanghai 200336 China)

Abstract: External — publicity translation differs greatly from the traditional word — for — word trans—
lation of Chinese news. This article is to show that the former stresses for its success firstly on the
communication effect secondly on its clarity of communication effect directly subjected to the quality
of English translation of Chinese news in the cross — cultural communication. Based on a great many
ready — made examples frequently appeared on the newspapers and journals the paper illustrates the
view that interpretative translation plays an inevitable role in external — publicity translation and
there are three basic categories in it. In addition more importance should be given to the degree
which you are supposed to grasp in using background explanation.
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1 The ancient instruments called “Ba Yin” ( eight sounds from instruments made of different materials) refer to the fol-
lowing: jin( metal) shi( stone) si( string) zhu( bamboo) piao( bottle gourd) ge( leather) tu( clay) and mu( wood) . ( Shanghai
Star March 10 2000)
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2 An elegant Chinese pingfeng or screen for example was not a purely decorative piece of furniture in an old Chinese
home. The screen which would always be solid enough not to be seen through would double as a thing of beauty and a hiding
place. ( Shanghai Star March 10 2000)

2 “ ” ( pingfeng) ( screen)
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3 Zuoyuezi refers to a Chinese tradition that women who have just given birth should rest for about a month. In ancient

times women usually had home births so their yuezi( or one month) was spent at home too. ( China Daily July 8 1996)
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( culturally — loaded words) o
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* eter Newmar roaches to Iranslation . ut genera the most favoure roce—
Peter N k)  Approach Translati “But g lly th f dp

dure for a recently noted term peculiar to a foreign culture( given national pride greater interests in other countries increased
communications etc. ) is likely to be transliteration coupled with discreet explanation within the text. If the term becomes wide—

spread it may be adopted in the TL( target language) . This method is the appropriate sign of respect to foreign culture.”
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3 (183) kung fu( ) tai chi chuan( ) ginseng( ) mahjong

( ) yangko( ) o . o
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“ ” “Chinese Romeo and Julief  “Chinese Robin Hood” “Chinese Cleopatra( )7,
Suzhou or China’s Venice  the Golden

Rooster Award or the Chinese Oscar. o 4

» :
4 During its( Peking Opera) heyday between the 1920s and 1940s Peking Opera’ s leading performers topped by Mei
Lanfang had as many fans in China as Elvis Presley had in the US of the 1950s. ( Shanghai Daily March 10 2000)
4 “ ”( Elvis Presley) o
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5 Forget Nanjing Road and Huaihai Road. Up to the late 19th century. Shanghai’ s busiest street was Miaoqian Dajie or
In - Front — of — the — Temple — Street referring to its location adjacent to the City God’ s Temple. ( Shanghai Star September 28
1999)
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6 Azuma compared the Nanjing Massacre by the invading Japanese troops to the Holocaust by the German Nazis to the
Jews. “These two were the most inhuman tragedies during the Second World War. ” said Azuma. ( Shanghai Star March 7 2000)
6 o
( These two were the most inhu—
man tragedies during the Second World War) ,
7 In a few weeks after the invading Japanese troops captured Nanjing then the capital of China in December 1937
they killed more than 300 000 defenseless civilians and unarmed soldiers and raped more than 80 000 women between the age of

7 and 70. ( Shanghai Star March 7 2000)
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7 o “ ” Vegetable — Basket Project Non
— Staple Food Supply Project o
the fifth — generation directors  the sixth — generation directors . £ Yy Q1
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8 Tian ( Zhuangzhuang) was awarded for contributions to film - Tian 46 director of “On the Hunting Ground”
(1985) --+He is one of the fifth generation of directors in China which refers to a group of talented directors who graduated from

Beijing Film Academy in the early 1980s including Zhang Yimou and Chen Kaige. ( China Daily December 16 1998)
HONG KONG—T1t’ s true that the latest generation of Chinese film directors still cherish the idea of chasing an Oscar or a

Golden Palm. It” s also true that winning awards would be fine but box office is more important.

China’ s latest wave of directors the so — called Sixth Generation from the Beijing Film Studio system is eager to find finan—

cing for films to compete with Hollywood s top offerings.

Unlike the fifth — Generation directors bent on chasing awards the Six — Generation are here to entertain people and earn

money. ( 21st Century December 7 2000)
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9 In feudal China every family hid something secret at the bottom of a wooden chest euphemistically known as the
“trunk bottom”.
Children were not permitted to know what it was.
But when one day the family’ s daughter was going to be married all would be revealed. Her mother would open the secret
trunk and draw out two figurines engaged in an act of coitus to give her daughter some rudimentary sex education. These figurines

formed part of her dowry. ( Shanghai Star April 24 1999)



10 China’ s ancient imperial examination system lasted from 587AD to 1905.

The imperial exams were an important instrument for the government to select capable officials and were held on different
levels. The lowest rung was the county exam followed by the provincial exam. At the top was the palace exam. Presided over by the
emperor himself. Those who performed best on each level were either promoted or awarded an official post. ( Shanghai Daily
March 17.2000)

10 ( for the government to select capable officials)
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11 The legend of Hua Mulan was made famous in the Disney cartoon of the same name. Hua Mulan was an elegant
woman of the East Jin Dynasty( AD317 —420) immortalized in an anonymous poem who disguised herself as a man so she could
go to war to protect her country.

The name Mulanquan( Mulan martial art) is taken from the heroine’ s name. ( Shanghai Star September 21 2000)
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« now ” before /after the com—
munist takeover( /) before/after the communist victory( /)
o “ v ” before liberation  after liberation before /after the

founding of the People” s Republic of China( in 1949)  before/after the founding of new China( in 1949)

o

famous Chinese writers Ba Jin and Cao Yuo “ T N ’ the
capital city of Beijing the largest industrial city of Shanghai the Spring Festival  the lunar Chinese New Year o

“ ”
o

Chinese philosopher educator and founder of Confucianism in the late Spring and Autumn period
Chinese philosopher and educator whose life predated Socrates and Aristotle

o o
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o § » The Book
of Changes I Ching * “an ancient Chinese book of divination consisting of 64

symbolic hexagrams taken to indicate wise courses of action” Webster New World Dictionary of American English( Third College

Edition) “a classic of Confucianism comprised of two kinds of symbols—64 diagrams and 384 basic lines which re—
present both the unity and opposition of the natural world and social life” , > ("7
o ( lay reader)
“ " ( readers — oriented) R .
o 6 (p119) o
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