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Abstract: The grammaticalization of English and Chinese nouns and nominal elements refers to the

forming process of the grammatical forms. As the mechanisms of grammaticalization reanalysis and a—

nalogy jointly exert an influence on the process of grammaticalization and consequently grammatical-

ization can be eventually achieved by using metaphor and metonymy. This article focuses on the

grammaticalization of English and Chinese nouns and nominal elements pointing out that their gram-

maticalization is orientated in the direction of quantifiers or affixes. Meanwhile the grammaticaliza—

tion research on nominal elements is from the diachronic perspective. The analysis shows that the

morphology of nominal elements and its syntax are somewhat invariably linked.
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“cate” “a similar device that slides across an opening often folding into a smaller space
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as it is opened” ( Watergate Scanda)
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(4) He goes out to pick bean.
('5) Picking bean is what he is doing.
(6) Bean — picking is his work.

(4) (6) (5) “picking bean” (4) “pick bean” ( 6)
“bean — picking” o ( cline) ( contin—
uum) ( pick bean) — ( picking bean) — ( bean — picking)

[ > > ”» R
:do doing did do ; child child” s children child
\ 10\
ot cook child o
pick bean  picking bean - ing pick picking
picking pick o picking potato  potato — picking

o o



3 139

@« » [13 ”» ‘6 » ‘e » 13 ”»
V+0 ° « ) .
“ 2] « ”»
V+0 V+0
Givon
“V+0”7 o
O+V V+0 o
V+0 o Givon O+V
V+0 o
Y
A )
~ o

1 Hopper Paul J. & Elizabeth Traugott. Grammaticalization\ M\ . Beijing: FLTRP/Cambridge University Press 1993/2001.
2\ Antoine. Meillet. L” Evolution des Formad Grammaticales\ M\ . Paris: Les Publications de Scriptorium 1961.

3\ . AR AR 2005 (5) .

4\ Hopper & Traugott. Grammaticalization\ M\ . Cambridge: Cambridge University Press 1993.

- - - -

5\ Ronald W. Langacker. Foundations of Cognitive Grammar: Descriptive Application\ M\ . Standford: Standford University
Press 1991.

6\ Bernd Heine & Mechthild Reh. Grammaticalization and Reanalysis in African Languages\ M\ . Virginia: H. Buske 1984.

7\ Hopper P.]J. & E. Traugott. Grammaticalization( 2nd ed.) \ M\ . Beijing: Peking University Press 2005.

8\ . \ M\ . : 2007.

9\ Givén T. Historical Syntax and Synchronic Morphology: An Archaeologist’ s Field Trip J . Linguistic Society 1971 (7).

— - - - -

10\ Stump T. Gregory. Inflectional Morphology: A Theory of Paradigm Structure M . Cambridge: Cambridge University Press
2001.

\ 11\ Tomori S. H. Olu. The Morphology and Syntax of Present Day English: An Introduction M . London: Heinemann Educa—

tional Books Ltd 1977.



