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An Analysis of the Logic Reasoning in The Sign of Four with
the Theory of Pragmatic Presupposition
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Abstract: The Sign of Four is one of the most outstanding novellas of the famous detective novelist
Conan Doyle. Based on the specific conversations in The Sign of Four this paper tries to use the
pragmatic theory of presupposition to analyze the novel’ s strict logic reasoning from four aspects —
designative presupposition context presupposition background presupposition and addressee presup-
position so as to better understand the essence of the novel.
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Sherlock Holmes took his bottle from the corner of the mantel — piece and his hypodermic syringe from its neat morocco

case.
But there was that in the cool nonchalant air of my companion which made him the last man with whom one would care to
take anything approaching to a liberty.
“The only unofficial consulting detective?” I said raising my eyebrows.
More than once during the years that I had lived with him in Baker Street I had observed that -+ * ('™
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o : Sherlock Holmes—my companion—the only unofficial consulting detective—him
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“Now to work! In the first place how did these folk come and how did they go?”
“It is the wooden — legged man. ”
“How about this mysterious ally? How came he into the room?”
“His name I have every reason to believe is Jonathan Small. ”
“He is a middle — aged man much sunburned and has been a convict. ” * ("
—_— ? these folk ;
wooden — legged man ;
“or “ 7 he ;
Jonathan Small middle — aged man sunburned  convict o

these folk—wooden — legged man—he—Jonathan Small—>middle - aged man— sunburned— convict.
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“For he mistakes a white tradesman for him and actually fires a pistol at him. ”

Jonathan Small
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(D “The work itself the pleasure of finding a field for my peculiar powers is my highest reward. But you have yourself had
some experience of my methods of work in the Jefferson Hope case. ”
“Yes indeed ” said I cordially.

2 “Whom do you think that is to?” he asked as we resumed our journey.
“I am sure I don’ t know. ”

“You remember the Baker Street division of the detective police force whom I employed in the Jefferson Hope case?”

“Well " said T laughing. * ("

“But you have yourself had some experience of my methods of work in the Jefferson Hope case. ”

. o “You remember the Baker Street division of the detective po—
lice force whom I employed in the Jefferson Hope case?” .
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