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The Differences between the Northern and Southern Drama
as Seen in the “Title Revealing”

WU Sheng
( School of Humanities and Sciences Guangzhou University Guangzhou Guangdong 510006 China)

Abstract: The Four or two rhythmical sentences at the beginning of a Southern drama or at the end of
a Northern drama which can be used to summarize the story and present the title is called prologue
or title revealing. It has the use of advertising from the perspective of audiences; it can also help
readers know the contents from the perspective of readers. The reason why the title of a Southern dra—
ma is at the beginning of the play while the title of a Northern drama is at the end of a play lies in
the different stories of plays the stories of the Southern drama are more complex than those of the
Northern drama. One of the factors lies in that the Southern Drama blend many performance skills
while the Northern drama absorbs rap artistic skills although it also inserts some performance skills
these have nothing to do with the stories and do not go so far as to increase the complexity of the
plot. The system of many characters’ singing determines the Southern drama’s performance style
such as motion body speaking expression etc. which are not limited by time. The Northern drama
system is called “four acts with one prologue”. In this system the leading actor is singing from be—
ginning through to the end so as to make its stories much simpler.

Key words: title revealing; South drama; North drama; system; performance; talking and singing
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