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The Multi — composition of Gandhara Folk Literature

An Investigation of Carved Images from the 1st to the 4th Century A. D.

CAI Feng
( Centre for Indian Studies Shenzhen University Shenzhen Guangdong 518060 China)

Abstract: This paper takes the Gandharan carved images from the 1st to 4th century A. D. as the re-
searching objects and analyzes the composing elements of Gandharan folk literature in this period
through graphic text demonstration. Indian folk literature is the core of Gandharan folk literature. In
the process of historical development of carved images it hybridized the folk literatures of Persian
Greco — Roman and many other exotic elements. The diversity of Gandharan folk literature derives
from the multi — culture background of Gandhara area. Gandhara is located in the cultural intersec—
tion of the east and the west. Historically various Eastern and Western civilizations interchanged dra-
matically. There were farraginous religious beliefs and different kinds of religions which undertook
missionary work through their own or exotic folk literature leading to the diversified characteristics of
Gandharan folk literature.
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