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Proposal and Its Transformation of the “Democratic United Front”

SHAO Yong
( School of Humanities Shanghai Normal University Shanghai 200234 China)

Abstract: In the document of the Second National People” s Congress of CPC the “democratic unit—
ed fronf”  ‘“the front of the democratic revolution’ “democratic revolutionary united front” etc. were
put forward and their essential content and spiritual essence are the same. The proposal and transfor—
mation of “democratic united front” are full of hardship and there were more common views for the
necessity and the importance of “democratic united front” in the communist camp without basic
differences. The difference was whether the independence of the Communist Party of China should be
maintained or not. On this major issue the attitudes of the Central Committee of the CPC and the
Communist International are affirmative but Marin’ s is negative. The Communist International pro—
posed the correct principles on how to maintain this independence and whether striving for the lead—
ership of “democratic united front” but those principles tended to be ambiguous and abstract and

lacked the feasibility. Most of the guidances of the Communist International for young CPC are cor—
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rect there is no lack of insight in the Communist International such as SaFa Rove in the Oriental

Department Grigori Voitinskyn in the Far East Bureau etc. However Marin a representative of the

Communist International overwhelmed others by his power on the problem of “democratic united

front” and forced the CPC to accept his opinions by taking his own opinions as the Communist In—

ternational ” s. January Resolution of the Communist International adopted Marin’ s opinions in 1923

which make Marin’ s opinions legalized and formalized. Actually Marin despised the CPC. Marin’ s

lack of confidence in the CPC would give in to Kuomintang inevitably. History had shown that it was

easier to propose the theories and strategies of united front than to realize them. In a sense success

and failure of the great revolution has a direct relationship with the proposal and transformation of

“democratic united front”.

Key words: the Second National People’ s Congress of CPC; West Lake Conference; Marin; Kuomin—

tang; united front
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