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On the Moral Value of Luck

Similarities and Differences between Williams and Nagel’ s Theory of Moral Luck

QU Rong
( School of Marxism Ningbo University Ningbo Zhejiang 315211 China)

Abstract: The moral luck is the accidental factor which is not subject to the will or at least in part
not under the influence of the will. It has an important influence on the moral judgment inclination
attribution of moral responsibility and realization of moral values. Williams demonstrates the signifi—
cance of the moral luck from the perspective of the rationality of the actors themselves and Nagel
demonstrates it by finding the general conditions of moral judgment. These two thinkers challenge
Kant” s basic views about the free will the conditions of liability and moral limits by the concept of
moral luck and reveal that there are many incoherent and inconsistent aspects about the general
views of the fundamental moral problems which also proves the moral value of luck.
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