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The Quarrel between AI Nanying and ZHANG Zilie over the
Essays Prescribed for Civil Examinations and the Selection
and Compiling in the Late Ming Dynasty

LONG Ye

( Department of Chinese Language and Literature Fudan University Shanghai 200433 China)

Abstract: The quarrel between Al Nanying and scholars from south of the lower reaches of the
Changjiang River became a well — known case in the literary world of the Late Ming Dynasty. The
wedge set by ZHANG Fu and others caused Al Nanying to argue fiercely with ZHANG Zilie. Al
thought that Guo Chao Jin Wen Bian compiled by ZHANG copied much of Jin Wen Ding and Jin
Wen Dai compiled by Al. There was evidence that ZHANG Zilie was instigated by scholars from
south of the lower reaches of the Changjiang River to select and compile the essays prescribed for
civil examinations. The argument was actually the continuation of contradiction between Al Nanying
and scholars from south of the lower reaches of the Changjiang River. Al Nanying emphasized to re—
form the selection of essays prescribed for civil examinations according to the Jiangxi’ s traditional
ancient style prose while ZHANG Zilie emphasized classic proses in his selecting and compiling
which was close to the literary view of scholars from south of the lower reaches of the Changjiang
River who emphasized the Qin — Han literature. The quarrel between Al Nanying and ZHANG Zilie
reflects argument over the regional literary tradition of the essays prescribed for civil examinations.
Key words: Al Nanying; ZHANG Zilie; essays prescribed for civil examinations; regional literature
tradition; literature during the period of the Late Ming Dynasty
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