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The Evolvement From Hand Action Scope to Mental Scope

( School of Chinese Language and Literature Jiangxi Normal University Nanchang Jiangxi 330022 China)

LI Xiaojun

Abstract: The evolvement from hand action scope to mental scope is the typical embodiment of the

human cognitive thinking involving many words. The three ways of evolvement are: metaphor meton—

ymy semantic contamination of which metaphor is the most common. People are used to use the spe—

cific things around them to contrast mentality and emotion and other abstract concepts. The result is

that the gestures derive abstract meanings. Sometimes people transfer prominent external actions to

refer to psychological states and dispositions so as to give some gestures psychological meanings.

Key words: hand verb; mind word; metaphor; metonymy; semantic contamination
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