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On the Self - revolt Images in Philip Roth’ s Early “Kepesh Novels”

XU Anlyu
( School of Graduate Shanghai International Studies University Shanghai 200083 China)

Abstract “Kepesh novels” by the contemporary Jewish American writer Philip Roth demonstrate a
strong rebel color through characters” behaviors contrary to their social status and ethnic identity.
Two early novels in “Kepesh Novels” The Professor of Desire and The Breast written in the 1970s
whose plot was highly correlated built up their self — rebel image through the self deformation para—
digm of three kind of characters: physical deformation psychological deformation and identity deforma—
tion which reflected the metaphor of soul metempsychosis viewpoint in the traditional Jewish mystical
systems and the profound social implication of mental crisis and crisis of identity and crisis of loss of
freedom faced by American society individual character within decades after the Second World War.
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