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On the Academic Characteristics of Preface and
Postscript of the Song Dynasty

WANG Xiaoli
( School of the Humanities East China University of Political Science and Law Shanghai 201620 China)

Abstract: As a derivative of academic activities the formation and development of the academic
characteristics of Preface and Postscript were directly influenced by the academic wind of the Song
Dynasty. In the academic thought Preface and Postscript on the whole showed obvious tendency to
Confucianism as the orthodoxy. In the scholarly attitude the authors of Preface and Postscript respec—
ted the spirit of hard work and independent thinking valued the practical spirit of personal moral lev—
el. In the scholarly approach they followed the principle of wide learning and deep digging. On the
one hand the rich Preface and Postscript showed the broad academic vision and the tolerance of the
academic mind; on the other hand they were also highly praised for the scientifically rigorous
scholarly approach. Obviously Preface and Postscript in the Song Dynasty are important materials to
study the academic atmosphere in the Song Dynasty.
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