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Political Jokes of the Soviet Union: Types and Functions

HAO Yuqing
( Department of Politics East China Normal University Shanghai 200241 China)

Abstract: To analyze the political jokes is an effective way to analyze Soviet Union s political condi—
tion as well as its society and citizens. There are mainly three types of political jokes which involve
the political system the political process and the political figures. These political jokes have their
particular functions. In terms of the state power political jokes are obvious cautions thus they had re—
markable constructive functions. In terms of the public the political jokes to some extent dissolve the
political psychological crisis that the public can not actually participate in politics and express their
own political opinions dispel the political pressure and political discontent so as to realize the func—
tion of psychological self — decompression and self — satisfaction of political jokes. Unfortunately the
irrational suppress of the Soviet regime on political jokes makes it lose access to the public will and
gradually it becomes dull numbness and rigid in front of the community and public opinion eventu—
ally it ends up as a political failure.
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