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A Tentative Exploration of the Screen With Confucius’s Portrait
Found in the Tomb of Marquis of Haihun

SHAO Hong
( The Central Committee of the Jiu San Society Beijing 100089 China)

Abstract: This paper interpreted the text on the screen according to latest published materials related
to the Confucius Screen unearthed in the tomb of Marquis of Haihun LIU He in Nanchang. Based on
this the cultural relic value and historical value of this screen were discussed concluding that it
could be not only the earliest extant substantial portrait screen in China but also the only seen sub—
stantial screen themed with Confucius and his disciples till now. The record of Confucius’ s birth year
on the screen was exactly the same with that in inherited literature therefore related arguments
should come to an end. The word “the family name is Kong Zi” on the screen must be the misinter—
pretation of “family name is Kong” and “born in the wild habitat” should be “born from an illicit
sexual relationship ”. The text on the screen was possibly closely related to the Historical Records * the
Biography of Confucius and the Biographies of Confucius’ s Disciples. Multiple textual mistakes on the
screen indicated that it might be a fixture for LIU He to protect himself by showing respect to Confu—
clanism.
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