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Ethical Taboo and Moral Fable
On the Natural Emotion and Ethical Choice in The Goat or Who Is Sylvia?

ZHANG Liangiao

( School of Chinese Language and Literuture Jiangsu Normal University Xuzhou Jiangsu 221116 China)

Abstract: Edward Albee’ s The Goat or Who Is Sylvia? is a moral fable of “the relationship between
human and animals”. Tn this play the incest between man and animal reveals the existence of Sphinx
Factor in human mind and its complexity: the clash and transformation of human factor and animal
factor demonstrate the ethical conflicts among rational will free will and irrational will. This paper
cites Ethical Literary Criticism and seizes the core event about the incest between man and animal
tightly and through the anatomy of the clash and transformation between moral emotion and natural
emotion in characters’ minds the paper can get a glimpse of writer” s ethical feelings: by writing an
immoral story of incest between man and animal as one of moral fables about the overflow of modern
human’ s natural emotion the writer tries to arouse people”’ s attention toward the moral emotion and
maintenance toward the ethical order.
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